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DAYTON, Ohio , May 2, 1977 -- Sunday, May ~ will be a landmark date in the history
of the University of Dayton School of Law. That is the date on which 106 students of
the School will receive the degree of juris doctor. The students will comprise the
first graduating class of the School of Law since it was re-opened in 1974.
Delivering the commencement address at the 2 p.m. ceremony in the NCR Auditorium
will be Wade H. McCree, Jr , who was appointed Solicitor General by President Carter
on March 5 of this year. The Rev. Raymond A. Roesch, S.M., president of the Universit~
and Richard L. Braun, dean of the School of Law, will also address the graduates.
"This first graduation will be the culmination of three years of effort by the
students, faculty and staff of the Law school," Dean Braun said. "We are confident
that our first graduates will enter the legal profession well prepared for the
responsibilities which lie ahead. We expect to be proud of their progress in the future
as they will take pride in being our first graduates."
Among the accomplishments of the Law School during its past three years of existence
are victories over other law schools by four UD teams in moot court competition, which
offers law students an opportunity to make presentations in a model court room situation.
Three of the victories w~ re i n national competition. Word also has been received that
five students who finished their course work in December have passed the State Bar
Examination which was administere d February 22 through 24 in Columbus. Successfully
completing the examination were Dianne Adkinson, Daniel Sikes and Judith King of Dayton;
Patricia Steiner of Kettering, and Barry Bruce of Levittown, Pa.
Michael Conway, a graduating senior and outgoing president of the Student Bar
Association, commented on the occasion of the first graduation, "The eingle best advantage I experienced in being a pioneer student was the many activities available for
my participation . Moot Court competition, the Law Review, school policy decision
making and a student organization were just getting started. Exposure to all these
areas would probably not be possible at other schools, at least to the extent it was
here at UD. Contacts with other Student Bar Association presidents around the country
during the past year made me appreciate what a really great start we've made here."
Solicitor General McCree will speak to the graduates from a broad background as a
scholar, professor of lavl, attorney, judge and an active citizen involved in many civic
and charitable caus e s. As Solicitor General, he most recently argued before the U.S.
Supreme Court the case aga inst former President Richard Nixon's right to retain control
of the tapes ~ade during tis tenur e in the White House.
Prior to his appointment as Solicitor General, McCree served as Judge of the
United States Court of Appeals, Sixth Circuit. He was appointed to that position in
September of 1966.
A graduate of Harvard University School of Law and a member of Phi Beta Kappa,
McCree's pT , , ious positions have also included service as United States District Judge
for the Eastern District of Michigan from September of 1961 to 1966, Circuit Judge of
the Third Judicial Circuit of Michigan from 1954 to 1961 and as a Michigan Workmen's
Compensation Commissioner from 1952 to 1954.
He also serves as a trustee and vice-chairman of the board of Fisk University, as
an overseer at Harvard College and has served on the boa rd of Saginaw Valley Colle 'ge
in Michigan. He was founding trustee of The Friends School in Detroit and has served
on the Visiting Committee of Case "lfesterr: Reserve Law School and the University of
Chicago Law School. He currently serves on the Visiting Committee of Wayne State University where he has been a part .. time faculty member. He has lectured at Harvard,
-more-

/'

Law School Graduation, con't
page 2

Michigan, Illinois, Indiana and several other law schools.
A reception for the graduates and their invited guests in the Biltmore Towers
Hotel will follow graduation ceremonies. Approximately 1,800 persons are expected to
attend graduation.
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